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Abstract: This project aimed to investigate through empirical analysis the possibilities and impossi-
bilities for everyday life in the institutional spaces of school-age educare. The data consists of twelve 
weeks of fieldwork in twelve settings and group interviews with staff teams in each setting. Through 
empirical analysis of the variation in institutional spaces, the results highlight the importance of aca-
demically educated staff, stable staff teams, dedicated rooms, available material, and time to plan and 
prepare their work as the distinctive features that co-construct possibilities and impossibilities for 
children’s everyday lives. 
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Introduction 

This project aimed to investigate possibilities and impossibilities for everyday life in insti-
tutional spaces in Swedish School-Age EduCare (SAEC). Institutional spaces are co-
constructed by the socio-material aspects in an institution where human to human relations 
and materiality are co-working (Alvesson & Empson, 2007, Massey, 1994). SAEC settings 
are co-constructed by the people who work there, the children, rooms, material to engage 
the children, by time and by the relationships within the setting as well as the relationships 
to other institutions such as the school and the children’s families. Depending on how these 
aspects are co-constructed, different institutional spaces for everyday life are offered. My 
interest is the empirical variation in institutional spaces (Alvesson & Empson, 2007) and 
how distinctive features co-construct possibilities and impossibilities in relation to chil-
dren’s agency and the identity of a SAEC setting.  

In the Swedish Education Act (SFS 2010:800), children’s everyday lives in Swedish 
SAEC are articulated as meaningful leisure beside education and teaching. The interest in in-
vestigating institutional spaces in SAEC is grounded in several steps taken to strengthen poli-
cy for SAEC in the last 20 years. In line with educational reforms of children’s learning and 
development, SAEC was integrated with compulsory school in 1996 and after that the nation-
al curriculum has been revised several times to encompass SAEC (The Swedish National 
Agency for Education, 2016). These steps have all increased the intended learning outcomes 
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for SAEC with an emphasis on learning and teaching. At the same time, during these 20 years 
there have been numerous economic cuts made to structural conditions for SAEC. Different 
reports have presented statistics on growing child groups, dropping teacher/child ratios, fewer 
teachers with academic degrees, poorer conditions in rooms and of material (The Swedish 
School Inspectorate, 2018). This article contributes an empirical analysis of the way today’s 
greatly changing SAEC are constructing children’s everyday life. 

Even though research in this field is increasing, there is still limited knowledge and 
empirical evidence of the everyday lives of children in SAEC today, where almost 500,000 
children between the ages of 6-13 years are in attendance. Consequently, the intention is to 
investigate possibilities and impossibilities for everyday life in institutional spaces in Swe-
dish SAEC through empirical analysis. The following research questions are posed:  
 
• What distinctive features co-construct everyday lives in SAEC? 
• How are children’s agency and the SAEC identity constructed in SAEC?  

Previous Research 

Place and space regarding children in pedagogical settings has been investigated from dif-
ferent perspectives. Ellis (2004) and Green and Turner (2017) use the term place to describe 
when children add meaning to spaces. Moss and Petrie (2002) use instead space to highlight 
the complexity in child services and how these spaces are filled with social relations, per-
spectives, intentions, and power relations. In line with Moss and Petri, Clark (2010) argues 
that pedagogical institutions for children are rich in symbols, routines and rituals, where 
children are engaged in everyday tasks.  

Smith and Barker (2000) report how children attach meaning to spaces and resist the 
adult domination by adding their own meaning to spaces and using them in un-intended 
ways, which impacts children’s everyday life. Evaldsson and Corsaro (1998) highlighted 
children’s collective processes in terms of relations in everyday life when they investigated 
children’s play and disputes. In line with them, Hurst (2019) argues for giving space for 
waiting to promote children’s relational work in SAEC. 

Research in Swedish SAEC indicates the shifting focus on education in policy and the 
poor conditions in practice. Andishmand (2017), in her ethnographical study of three dif-
ferent socioeconomic areas, reports inequality in SAEC and big differences in children’s 
leisure, due to large groups of children and poor staff conditions. Haglund (2018) reports, 
using a narrative approach, how poor conditions for personnel and insufficient time for 
planning are limiting children’s possibilities in their everyday lives. Elvstrand and Lago 
(2019) examined the recurrent activity of choosing what to do in the afternoons and indi-
cate that choices are more limiting than free, based on what teachers value as important ac-
tivities for children. Lago and Elvstrand (2019) report that children are neglected in SAEC 
free spaces, which makes SAEC a space for exclusion and even bullying, depending upon 
whether teachers participate in activities. Haglund (2016) discusses the fact that the tradi-
tion in SAEC work takes a peripheral position to children’s play. He questions whether the 
teachers are resisting educational trends by highlighting children’s social play and devel-
opment of relations. Johnsson and Lillvist (2019) examined social learning in SAEC 
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