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Violence Against Women in Politics: An Intersectional Phenomenon 

On 14 March 2018, Black City Councilwomen Marielle Franco was assassinated. 
Elected in 2016, Marielle Franco was executed with her driver Anderson Silva in 
the center of Rio de Janeiro, Brazil’s second-largest city. This political feminicide1 
(Souza 2020) ignited a prominent debate for Black women aspiring to or participa-
ting in the institutional political sphere. Apart from discussing the need to include 
Black women in political institutions, these women have also been discussing the 
obstacles they face as they overcome the barriers of an unequal system and make 
their way into institutional politics. The progressive entry of Black women into poli-
tics suggests a crucial question: Who takes care of them now? The question – posed 
by Anielle Franco, sister of Marielle Franco – has become a central issue for Black 
women who are inside or aspire to enter the arena of institutional politics. The po-
litical feminicide of Marielle Franco remains both a shadow hanging over and an 
imminent threat to other Black women and human rights defenders. The presence 
of this specter is intensified by the impunity and negligence of official authorities in 
responding to a crime that shook the country. The demand for more Black women in 
politics goes hand in hand with a concern for these women’s safety and the possibi-
lity for them to exercise their mandates freely.
Against this backdrop, this article seeks to understand the specificity of violence 
against Black women in politics. For this, we analyzed the testimonials given by 
Black women politicians in Brazil, followed by their participation in discussions and 
panels organized in 2021 by political institutions and civil society entities. These 
discussions were centered on the topic of political violence of gender and race, in 
which these women were invited to talk about their personal experiences of violence. 
Adopting the framework of Violence Against Women in Politics (VAWIP) develo-
ped by Mona Lena Krook (2020), our objective is to highlight the forms this violence 
takes in the Brazilian context at the intersection of gender and race. In applying this 
framework, we pursue two main objectives. The first is to offer an overview of the vi-
olence against Black women in Brazilian politics, identifying how this phenomenon 
manifests itself. This quantitative panorama is carried out inductively by applying 
the framework proposed by Krook (2020, 127-187). The second aim is to observe 
how the testimonies of Black women politicians go beyond the framework proposed, 
considering the intersectional specificities of political violence. Intersectionality is 
an analytical critical perspective that takes the simultaneous articulation of various 
axes of oppression into account. It is crucial to our case, as we are considering non-
White women, crossed by the social markers of race, gender, class, and territory, and 
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who are affected by forms of oppression that reflect power relations that exceed the 
gendered matrix of power (Collins/Bilge 2020). 
In this contribution, we understand violence as a normalized repertoire of gender 
domination, which makes aggressions and hostilities against women a reflection 
of patriarchy as an institution, sustained by the control of women’s bodies and the 
maintenance of its punitive capacity over them (Segato 2006, 2018; Federici 2017). 
According to Bandeira and Martins (2020), violence against women and gender-
based violence is manifested in several ways and extends to different relationships 
and spaces of coexistence, both private and public, to which politics is no exception. 
According to the Inter-Parliamentary Union, the global percentage of women in par-
liaments is 25.9% (IPU 2022), and this gap is, in itself, a reflection of gender-based 
political inequality and violence. Institutional and professional politics are spheres 
of power and historically considered a male realm. Political violence functions as a 
mechanism that prevents women from participating in politics and builds obstacles 
to their permanence in it.
Understanding and analyzing a specific type of violence that is directed at women 
participating in politics, whether institutional or not, has been an object of concern 
in academic, political, and legal debates. Although violence against women in poli-
tics is not new, naming it and debating about its occurrence and conceptualization is 
recent. Concepts vary between “political violence against women” or “gender-based 
political violence”. These terminologies can signify potential differences in framing 
and scope, the first being restricted to (cis- or transgender) women; the second being 
open to include violence directed at LGBTQ* politicians (Piscopo 2016).
Violence against women in politics is treated here in a broader and complex sense 
that accounts for the whole system of depreciation of women’s existence in the face 
of patriarchal, colonial, and hierarchical systems of domination. Within this larger 
perspective, all forms of inequality and discrimination that transform women’s lives 
into a field of hostilities are forms of violence, whether symbolic, psychological, 
sexual, economic, or physical.
We are aware that the proposed reflection does not exhaust the possibilities of under-
standing the phenomenon. Still, it helps us to have a more descriptive understanding 
of the violence and hostility suffered by Black women as they exercise their political 
activity.

Manifestations of Violence Against Black Women in Brazil

We present here two main types of results. First, we demonstrate the findings of 
our quantitative analysis, where we cross-referenced the statements used for this 
case study with Krook’s typology (2020). Subsequently, we present the quantitative 
distribution of modes of political violence as they appear in the testimonies, but this 
time adding, for comparison, the categories that emerged through deductive analy-
sis. For both cases, we also reproduce some excerpts to illustrate some of the main 
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