
FEMINISTISCH WISSEN SCHAFFEN

70 FEMINA POLITICA 1 | 2021

Producing Knowledge with Care. Building Mutually Caring 
Researcher-research Participants Relationships

ALENA SANDER 

Introduction

I had quit my job at a European development agency for which I had worked in 
the Global Souths for a couple of years, to start a doctoral thesis in the research 
project “Resistance to international prescriptions and injunctions in Africa and the 
Middle East today” in the beginning of 2017.1 Thanks to the research project, I 
was now given the chance to study a phenomenon that had fascinated me during 
the time I had been working in the field of international development: the power 
relations between actors from the Global Norths and Southern actors inherent in 
the international development cooperation, and the (re)actions they provoke from 
the Southern side.
My research investigates how Jordanian women’s organizations and their staff mem-
bers resist to certain injunctions in the context of their cooperation with Western 
donors for the implementation of development projects. I view development through 
Foucauldian lenses, that is as a transnational neo-liberal discourse that creates know-
ledge about the so-called developed and under-developed, and which is translated 
into social reality for people in the Norths and the Souths (Escobar 2012 (1995)). 
This discourse builds on colonialism and racism, and continuously (re-)produces 
power asymmetries between the “West and the rest” (Hall 2011 (1993)), discur sively 
putting Southern civil society organizations at the other end of the development 
power equation. From a Foucauldian perspective, knowledge is always political. 
Consequently, producing knowledge as a researcher is political, too. Researching 
power relations in development and individual acts of resistances to them, however, 
is even more political. 
Because of the political character of my research, my positionality, that is, who I am 
as a researcher and as a person, informs and influences the questions that I ask, the 
work that I do, and the knowledge that I produce. On the one hand, I study women’s 
organizations’ resistances in the development contexts of Jordan through the per-
spective of the White European researcher that I undoubtedly am. This part of me 
comes with the heavy colonial baggage of Western research, that puts me at risk of 
reproducing a Eurocentric mode of knowledge production and thus, contributing “to 
interpretive bias, epistemological injustice, and other forms of harm” (Fang Law 
2016, 525). On the other hand, I look into these resistances through the perspective 
of the intersectional feminist that I aspire to be not just as a researcher, but also in 
everyday life. This part of me is shaped by my personal experiences in this world. 
I believe in the positive impact of social change on all human beings, and wish to 
make a contribution to it. 
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